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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.116 
U.S. /application No. 09/364,3 15 
Attorr ey Docket No. A8491 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended): A method of determining access to a system supporting a 

plurality of simultaneous accesses , the method comprising the steps of: 

receiving ono or more requests a request to access a -the system; 

fop - oach request, determining whether to allow access to the system using an access 
vectoj' comprising a plurality of access objects, each access object corresponding to one of the 
simul.aneous accesscs, to id e ntify an available access object, and 

allowing access to the system only when at least one of the access objects is available, 

and 

if access to the system is allowed based on an available access object, changing the 
availi3ble access object to an unavailable access object for the durat on of the access, 

modifying wherein the number of simultaneous accesses pe knitted is modifiabte by 
changing a number of access objects in the access vecto r without halting operation of the system . 

2- (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the -each access object 
comprises information regarding attributes of the access object. 
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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 
U.S. /vpplication No. 09/364,315 
Attorney Docket No. A849I 

3. (previously presented): The method of claim 2, wheiein the step of determining 
further comprises the step of evaluating whether the request can be satisfied with an available 
access object based on one or more attributes of that access object. 

4. (original): The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of returning a result 
10 the request. 

5. (original): The method of claim 1, further comprisirg the step of modifying the 
access vector upon receiving an indication that a request has completed its access to the system. 

6. (canceled). 

7. (currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the number of access 
nhjects in the access vector is increased. 

8. (currently amended): The method of claim 1 , where in the number of access 
objects in the access vector is decreased. 
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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 
U.S. Application No. 09/364,315 
Attorney Docket No. A8491 

9. (original); The method of claim 1, further comprisin 5 the step of modifying one or 
more attributes of an access object. 

10. (canceled). 

1 1 . (currently amended): An apparatus for determining access to a system supporting 
a pluialitv of simultaneous accesses , comprising: 

a computer; 

one or more computer programs, performed by the computer, fori 

receiving on e or mor e r e quost s- a request to access frthe system; and, for oach 
requGSt, 

determining whether to allow access to the system using an access vector 
comprising a plurality of access objects, each access object corresponding to one of the 
simultaneous accesses; to idontify an available accosG objeci; and 

allowing access to the system only when at least onu of the access objects is 
available: and 
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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 
U.S. Application No. 09/364,315 
Attorney Docket No. A8491 

if access to the system is allowed based on an availa jle access object, changing 

the available access object to an unavailable access object for the duration of the access, 

and 

means for modifying the number of simultaneous accesses t'crmitted by changing a 
number of access objects in the access vecto r without halting opera ion of the system . 

12. (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the -each access object 
comp ises information regarding attributes of the access object. 

13. (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 12, wherein determining whether to 
allow access to the system using an access vector to identify an availablo QCc e sG object further 
comprises evaluating whether the request can be satisfied with an available access object based 
on one or more attributes of that access object. 

14. (original): The apparatus of claim 11, further composing means for returning a 
result to the request. 

15. (original): The apparatus of claim 1 1, further comprsing means for modifying the 
access vector upon receiving an indication that a request has completed its access to the system. 

5 



PACE 6/14 ' RCVD AT 1/11/2005 12:51:52 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/0 « DNI8:872g306 ' CSID: 2022937860 * DURATION (mm^s):03-46 



01/11/2005 13:53 FAX 2022937860 



S1007/014 



AMEsTDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 
U.S. Application No. 09/364,315 
Attorney Docket No. A8491 

16. (canceled). 

17. (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the number of access 
objec:s in the access vector is increased. 

1 8. (currently amended): The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the number of access 
objects in the access vector is decreased. 

19. (original): The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising means for modifying 
one cr more attributes of an access object. 

20. (canceled). 

2 1 . (currently amended): An article of manufacture comprising a computer program 
carrier readable by a computer and tangibly embodying one or moie instructions executable by 
the computer to perform method steps for determining access to a system supporting a plurality 
of simultaneous accesses , the method comprising the steps of: 
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U.S. /application No. 09/364,315 
Attorney Docket No. A8491 

receiving one or more reque s t s a request to access a -the syst-gm; 

for e acM^u esh-determining whether to allow access to the system using an access 
vectoi comprising a plurality of access objects, each access object corresponding to one of the 
simul'aneous accesses, to identify an available accoss obi e ct; and 

allowing access to the system only when at least one of the access objects is available, 

and 

if access to the system is allowed based on an available access object, changing the 
available access object to an unavailable access object for the durat on of the access, 

modifying wherein the number of simultaneous accesses peimitted is modifiable by 
changing a number of access objects in the access vecto r without halting operation of the system . 

22. (currently amended): The article of manufacture of c laim 21, wherein #»e-each 
access object comprises information regarding attributes of the access object. 

23. (previously presented): The article of manufacture of claim 22, wherein the step 
of determining further comprises the step of evaluating whether the request can be satisfied with 
an available access object based on one or more attributes of that access object. 
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24. (original): The article of manufacture of claim 21, further comprising the step of 
returning a result to the request. 

25. (original): The article of manufacture of claim 21, further comprising the step of 
modifying the access vector upon receiving an indication that a request has completed its access 
to the system. 

26. (canceled). 

27. (currently amended): The article of manufacture of claim 21, wherein the number 
of access objects in the access vector is increased. 

28. (currently amended): The article of manufacture of claim 21, wherein the number 
of access objects in the access vector is decreased. 

29. (original): The article of manufacture of claim 21, further comprising the step of 
modifying one or more attributes of an access object. 
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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CF.R. § 1.116 
U.S. Application No. 09/364,315 
Attoney Docket No. A8491 

30. to 55. (canceled). 
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